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So the people took their dough
before it was leavened, their
kneading bowls wrapped in their
cloaks upon their shoulders.  The
Israelites had done Moses’ bidding
and borrowed from the Egyptians
objects of silver and gold, and
clothing.  And the LORD had
disposed the Egyptians favorably
toward the people, and they let
them have their request; thus they
stripped the Egyptians. (Exodus 12,
34-36)

ץ ֶרם יְֶחָמ֑ ם ֶאת־ְּבֵצ֖קֹו ֶט֣ א ָהָע֛ וַּיִָּׂש֥
ם ת ְּבִׂשְמ�ָת֖ ֹ֥ ם ְצֻרר ִמְׁשֲארָֹת֛

ל ָעׂ֖שּו ַעל־ִׁשְכָמֽם׃.  ּוְבנֵי־יְִׂשָרֵא֥
יִם ה ַוּֽיְִׁשֲאלּ֙ו ִמִּמְצַר֔ ר מֶֹׁש֑ ִּכְדַב֣
ב ּוְׂשָמֽ�ת׃. י ָזָה֖ ֶסף ּוְכֵל֥ ְּכֵלי־ֶכ֛
י ם ְּבֵעיֵנ֥ ן ָהָע֛ ן ֶאת־ֵח֥ ה נַָת֨ ָ֞ ַוֽיהֹו

יִם וַּיְַׁשִא֑לּום ַוֽיְנְַּצ֖לּו ִמְצַר֖
יִם ֶאת־ִמְצָרֽ

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:
Tell the Israelite people to bring Me
gifts; you shall accept gifts for Me
from every person whose heart so
moves him.  And these are the gifts
that you shall accept from them:
gold, silver, and copper… (Exodus
25: 1-3)

ר׃ ֹֽ ה ֵּלאמ ה ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֥ ר יְהָֹו֖ וַיְַדֵּב֥
י ל וְיְִקחּו־ִל֖ י יְִׂשָרֵא֔ ַּדֵּב֙ר ֶאל־ְּבֵנ֣

ּנּו ר יְִּדֶב֣ ת ׇּכל־ִאיׁ֙ש ֲאֶׁש֣ ה ֵמֵא֤ ְּתרּוָמ֑
י׃ וְזֹא֙תִלּ֔בֹו ִּתְק֖חּו ֶאת־ְּתרּוָמִתֽ

ם ר ִּתְק֖חּו ֵמִאָּת֑ ה ֲאֶׁש֥ ַהְּתרּוָמ֔
ֶׁשת׃ ֹֽ ֶסף ּוְנח ב וֶָכ֖ ָזָה֥

And you shall make a showplate of
pure gold, and you shall engrave
upon it like the engraving of a seal:
Holy to the Lord." (Exodus 28: 36)

ב ָט֑הֹור ּוִפַּתְחָּת֤לו יָת ּציץ ָזָה֣ וְָעִׂש֥
יהָֹוֽה: ֶדׁש ַלֽ ֹ֖ ם ק י חָֹת֔ ָעָלי֙ו ִּפּתּוֵח֣

And these are the gifts that you
shall accept from them: gold, silver,
and copper… . (Exod. 25:3).
Midrash: The gold corresponds to
the kingdom of Babylon, as it is
written concerning her: Thou art the

וְגֹו'.ִּתְקחּוֲאֶׁשרַהְּתרּוָמהוְזֹאת 
ִּדְכִתיבָּבֶבל,ַמְלכּותְּכנֶֶגדָזָהב,
ַדֲהָבא.ִּדיֵראָׁשההּואַאנְְּתָּבּה:
ַמְלכּותְּכנֶֶגדֶּכֶסף,לח).ב,(דניאל



head of gold (Dan. 2:38); the silver
corresponds to the kingdom of
Media, as is written: And I will pay
ten thousand talents of silver (Est.
3:9); and the brass corresponds to
the kingdom of Greece, which was
the least (powerful) of all. [...] The
Holy One, blessed be He, said:
Even though you suffered because
of the four arrogant kingdoms that
attacked you, I will bring salvation
unto you from the midst of
servitude.. (Tanchuma, Terumah,
Siman 7)

ִּכַּכרֲאָלִפיםוֲַעֶׂשֶרתִּדְכִתיב:ָמַדי,
ְּכנֶֶגדנְחֶֹׁשת,ט).ג,(אסתרֶּכֶסף

ִמֻּכָּלם.ְּפחּוָתהֶׁשִהיאיָוָן,ַמְלכּות
ַעלַאףהּוא:ָּברּו�ַהָּקדֹוׁשָאַמר

ַמְלֻכּיֹותַאְרַּבערֹוִאיןֶׁשַאֶּתםִּפי
ֲאנִיֲעֵליֶכם,ּוָבאֹותִמְתָּגאֹות

ִׁשְעּבּודִמּתֹו�יְׁשּוָעהָלֶכםַמְצִמיַח

1. In the Midrash, precious
metals represent sources of
oppression which are then

used in service of God.
What does this teach us
about the relationship

between wealth, oppression,
and potential redemption?

2.What does the relationship
between money and religion look

like in our lives, and what do these
texts suggest it should look like?

3. How do our obligations (to
ourselves, to others, to Judaism,

and to God) change when we come
into possession of wealth? Does it

matter where the wealth comes
from?

4. As Jews, is our relationship
to wealth any different from

that of other people? Should it
be?

5. Describe a takeaway from this
Midrash and discussion.


